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Great job, wonderful moderation, active chat scene, and amazing event. I loved attending the conference. It will take me a while to
digest all that I learned in these three days. I’m so glad I was able to meet virtually so many gifted writers and scholars. It was great that
people all over the country and the world were able to participate. This was one of the best writing conferences I have ever attended! Your staff has been absolutely wonderful and responsive to requests, and fun to text to! I got some great ideas, some inspiration,
good as always to know so many others are out there persisting and running into the same kinds of roadblocks and doubts and delicious
flow moments. Thanks! I am so happy you did a virtual event. I've never been able to get to an event with this author before as I live on
the wrong coast. Thanks! There was a wealth of information, but all exactly what I needed at the time. I felt welcomed and invited into
conversations that I didn't necessarily feel I was experienced or talented enough to be in. At a time where I wasn't sure if I should continue pursuing my novel, this conference was exactly what I needed to encourage me. The authors have a wonderful attitude about writing and seem to really enjoy talking about their stories. Thank you for the delightful webinar. Overall, it was fantastic. I will be a regular at
this conference in the future. Thank you for everything! Just want to say thank you to everyone who organized this evening. It is always
great catching up with my favorite authors and discussing their awesome worlds. The conference just solidified my passion and purpose
as a creative writer. I am grateful to have the opportunity to attend as a scholarship recipient. I found the conference engaging and insightful. Throughout the process, I appreciated the ability to choose between a wide range of topics, as well as the ability to pop
in and out of a conference as I pleased. Overall, I was impressed by the conference, the speakers, and the organization of everything and
I would definitely attend again in an online format (though in person would probably be amazing as well!). We loved the real-life interaction
between Ilona and Gordon. Zooming into their living room was great... this meant that those of us who live continents away (I'm from
Singapore) can be a part of the interactions with my very favourite authors. The conference was wildly successful in my opinion. I was
fed from beginning to end with the humanity of the artists/writers. Ideas came from many angles. I have shared some of the craft
exercises and my writing in the sessions with my writing group. They took off with blackout poetry. Each of us composed from the same
narrative journalism writing I proposed. Who knew such brilliant writers could be so down to earth? It is a gift to inhabit the writer's world,
even just for a few days. I always walk away from the weekend with new ideas, energized, and buoyant to return to my writing projects.
It was amazing! Something I’ll remember forever. Zoom was probably the only way I’d ever get to see my favorite authors. Thank you
so much. Last night was the first time I had "met" Ilona and Gordon, it was so interesting to watch how they interact and learn how they
write their amazingly complex fun books. I look forward to more presentations like this! I've been attending lots of virtual author talks, that's
been one bright spot during COVID-19. I am a writer and wanted to learn more about my skill, different approaches to writing, different
ways of writing. I enjoyed this conference very much and it gave me great tips on writing and publishing. I'm enjoying being able to
hear some of my favorite authors. It is the silver lining in this pandemic. Thank you for this!! My experience attending the Desert
Nights, Rising Stars Conference was fantastic. This conference has definitely allowed me to grow as a writer and open my mind to
new ideas and opportunities and this scholarship is the reason why I was able to do so. I enjoyed all the different sessions and learned
a lot. So many speakers came from different areas of expertise and were able to teach me about things that will definitely help me as a
writer. From description, diversity, planning, and structure, I was able to glean so much from these speakers. I enjoyed being able to interact with them and the other attendees and relate to the experiences of these other writers. This was such an amazing experience and
I'm so glad I got to come! I also met some other fans and got to interact with them, which I haven't been able to do yet, and that was incredible. It was such an honor to meet James Riley and I couldn't stop smiling the entire time. Thank you so much for this. I'm 69
and working on my second book. I am so grateful to the donors who made it possible for me to attend. I would never have been able to
afford this or any of the workshops given throughout the year. The opportunity to enjoy stimulating classes and interact with an array of
great writers and brilliant minds renewed my energy and dedication to my craft. I needed that, especially during this pandemic. Thank
you from the bottom of my heart. I love the Zoom aspect of the pandemic, because we're "invited" into the author's home and we
get to see another side to them (i.e. all the toys on the shelves!!!) that we otherwise wouldn't. Thanks for the talk tonight! This conference
was so valuable to me because all of the sessions gave me time and creative energy to write. It also gave me ideas to take back to my
classroom for my students. James Riley was an engaging and personable presenter. He was funny, sincere, and charismatic, and the
entire experience was wholesome, pleasant, and rewarding, much like his books are. Thanks for taking the challenging task of
connecting through a distanced screen and managing to pull people together. Being able to attend this conference was wonderful. It
was a blessing! Every time I am associating with other like-minded people I get so energized and excited. Between COVID and the solitary nature of writing, having conferences like these are crucial to connect and get out of my bubble! The accessibility was so
wonderful! Thank you. This conference expanded my thinking about writing and the creative process beyond what I've experienced at
other conferences. I attended the conference at a time when I was exploring different avenues, perceptions, and ways of writing about
nature. This scholarship enabled me to learn approaches of taking my writing to the next level, and to discover resources I was otherwise
unaware of in the community. I appreciate the support of donors in growing a community of storytellers to expand awareness and create
meaningful narratives for change. I loved the emphasis on allyship in what can be done, while also balancing the discussion of engaging
others and those in our communities in compassionate ways. This opportunity allowed me to be a more creative and versatile
writer. Your support will not only improve my writings while in school, but also strengthen my writing career and online business. Layli
Long Soldier's poems were riveting. Patti Hibbeler and Valaura's work in the community is commendable. I was an advocate and supporter of the Arizona House Bill 2570 Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls and attended the 23 committee hearings, standing alongside Valaura and many others. The work continues.There is so much material I will be bringing back to my creative writing class
at Phoenix College. I even tried the writing exercise Linda Hogan led in her session with my students that evening. I gathered so many
resources and new perspectives to stay current and relevant as an educator, but also as a writer eager to expand my work in new
directions. Even if a session didn’t feel particularly relevant to what I’m doing as a writer, I knew it could be useful to a student. So much
gratitude for this scholarship and ability to attend the conference as well as pitch my book to agents. Thank you! I appreciated that the
panelists represented various parts of the community. I can't thank the donors who provided my scholarship opportunity enough. I wanted to make the most out of the gift I'd been given, This was such an excellent program on every level. It is crucial information about what
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What the Sonoran Desert’s
story teaches us
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A letter from Director Alberto Ríos
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Adaption is creative energy
Director Alberto Ríos stands among saguaro in the
Sonoran Desert. Photograph by Justine Garcia Photography.

Where we live and work in the Sonoran Desert, adaptation is all around us.
Nature develops new modes of survival, reimagining how to grow and thrive
despite the elements. The desert sleeps during the day to come alive at night; it
hides and stores its water to share when needed most. This year, the Virginia G.
Piper Center for Creative Writing reflected, assessed, and adapted to serve
our communities in innovative new ways. We dug deep to provide more
creative spaces and connections to one of the most important resources we
could offer: language.
Words loomed large for all of us at the start of this strange and meaningful year.
The pandemic was ever-present on our tongues and in our routines, thwarting
plans and staggering the steps we took across shifting sands. As we look back
on this journey and the challenges and successes along the way, we feel new
words rising to guide our next chapters: emergence, return, and, most of all,
adaptation. Adaptation is creative energy. That energy has allowed us to stay
focused and flexible alongside our communities, and to do more than we thought
possible. In moving from in-person formats to an entirely online schedule of
classes, events, and gatherings, the Piper Center hosted 50% more events
that it had the year before, drawing together our local communities and
reaching new international audiences. In offering our first online creative
writing conference, the center was able to expand its accessibility and
scholarship resources, and provide a more customizable learning experience
through our digital craft talk database. In developing the NEA Big Read: Phoenix
in an array of virtual spaces, the center was able to partner with writers and
organizations across Arizona to host a 6-week program series on Indigenous
arts and storytelling, fostering conversation and connection across our combined
communities.
These narratives guide our approach to the unknown year ahead, and remind us
to listen carefully, create fearlessly, and remain open to the roadblocks
that force us off our charted paths. You just never know what new road you will
find yourself on. In any case, from our creative perspective, it’s sure to make for
a great story.
From our Piper Writers House (and the homes of our talented and hard-working
Piper Center team) to wherever this finds you, we want to thank you for joining
us this past year, and for inspiring us to be as bold and imaginative as each and
every writer we serve. For making this work possible, we are also deeply grateful
to Arizona State University, to our many community partners, and to the Virginia
G. Piper Charitable Trust.
Letter from the Director

Your words help us find our footing. I hope you will join us in our exciting
next steps and share your thoughts on how we can best support yours. We look
forward to seeing you soon.
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Who we are
The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing is a
dynamic community resource for storytelling and
contemporary literature, serving the intellectual and
artistic life of Arizona State University, the
Phoenix metropolitan area, and the
state of Arizona
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Who is Virginia G. Piper?

6

Our center proudly bears the name of Virginia Galvin
Piper, one of the most respected and influential
philanthropists in the Southwest. Her charitable
legacy has transformed the state of Arizona, and her
life, values, and passion for the written word are at the
heart of all we do. The Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
founded the Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing
with a historic gift to Arizona State University in 2003. Today,
the Trust is the largest private foundation in Arizona, enriching and improving the lives of people across Maricopa
County through arts and culture, healthcare, education,
and more.

Our Historic Building
Constructed in 1907, the Piper Writers
House is one of three original buildings
located in the heart of the historic quarter of campus, and it has served Arizona
State University for over 100 years as the
residence of three university presidents,
the Alumni Association offices, and the
University Archives. Today, the Piper Writers House features offices for the center’s
staff, a creative writing classroom, spaces
for hosting events and receptions, and lush
surrounding gardens that are perfect for
reading, writing, and gathering.

The Piper Writers House c. 1920
See if you can spot John Arthur Matthew’s dog on the
front path. Photograph provided by ASU Library.

What we do
As a center, we aspire to be a point of reference in
people’s lives—a way of orienting oneself in relation to
others, of finding a direction—by creating moments
of individual, social, and cultural significance
around creative writing and the literary arts

In everything we do, we operate with a bias toward
meaning. Committed to serving communities throughout
Arizona with original, inspiring, and accessible events and
programs, the center aims to:
Connect writers and readers of all genres
and backgrounds across multiple disciplines and
fields of interest
Support writers at every stage of their
development by providing challenging, diverse,
and accessible educational opportunities
Foster an active, engaged literary
community by enriching the Valley’s cultural life
and thought
Drive a dynamic and creative environment
throughout Arizona and the entire Southwest
Encourage mutual understanding through
international artistic and cultural exchange
About the Center

Make art integral to all our lives and
promote its value and benefits to the larger
community in innovative ways
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What a year!
The Piper Center has been reflective and adaptive
throughout the past year, hosting an expanded
program lineup, launching new creative initiatives,
and offering additional online support and content
to keep the community writing

The Year in Review

Looking to really dive in? Find
descriptions and biographies for
all events and speakers at
piper.asu.edu/archive
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NEA Big Read:
Phoenix
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The NEA Big Read: Phoenix celebrated Indigenous literary arts and culture in
the Valley and responded to the themes of
Louise Erdrich’s award-winning novel, The
Round House
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In Spring 2021, The Piper Center hosted the NEA Big Read: Phoenix
alongside over 60 community partners and speakers from throughout Arizona. Inspired by Louise Erdrich’s The Round House, and focusing on community archiving, family history, and more, the series engaged over 1,250
attendees through 45 talks, workshops, book clubs, art exhibitions, and other events and programs in varying modes and disciplines across six weeks.
This was an opportunity for the Piper Center to take on its first large-scale
community program, involving deep outreach efforts and new relationships
with Indigenous creators and organizations.

The joys of a good book
Funds from the NEA grant and Arizona Humanities supported the purchase of 750 copies of The Round
House from Palabras Bilingual Bookstore, a local independent book shop and community center that emphasizes serving Latinx and Indigenous populations. These books were distributed to partners and the
public for free, with over half allocated to Indigenous community members. 120 copies were given to youth
through AGUILA Youth Leadership Institute, and the remaining copies were shared with tribal libraries,
support services, and museums, including Phoenix Indian Center, the Emerging Diné Writers Institute, the
Heard Museum, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community Tribal Library, the Native American Education Program, and many others within the Greater Phoenix community. Adding to the broad circulation of the
book, over 3,500 eBooks and audiobooks of The Round House were accessed through the Phoenix Public
Library as part of the program.
"I can't tell you enough how impactful this book club has been so far. We spent a lot of time talking about
how parallel the imagery from the book is to our lives on the Rez. […] The discussion was heavy and I think
being able to center the discussion around the book made us realize that we need more of these opportunities to just “talk” and feel free from the pressures of sounding like we have all the answers or we know what
to do." – April Ignacio, Online Rez Book Club

Indigenous lives and knowledge
One particularly meaningful event was the keynote with acclaimed poet
Layli Long Soldier, who shared powerful, original poetry honoring missing
and murdered Indigenous women and girls in conversation with local advocates. Additionally, the NEA Big Read: Phoenix showcased numerous
Indigenous organizations and creators throughout the Valley, including
the Labriola National American Indian Data Center, Phoenix Indian Center, Phoenix Indian School Visitor Center, and Abalone Mountain Press,
among others.

The Year in Review

Dina De Leo displays "Tata Chale" at the
Xico, Inc gallery show “The Naked Now”
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From national bestsellers
to your local community
The Distinguished Visiting Writers
Series presents iconic writers
alongside emerging voices for talks,
readings, and other innovative and
multi-genre literary engagements
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In its 2020-2021 season, the Distinguished Visiting Writers Series moved its entire event lineup to an online platform, connecting writers across distances in our
local community and reaching new audiences all over the world. The ten events in this year’s
series drew nearly 2,500 registrations, with over 70% of surveyed attendees engaging with the Piper
Center for their very first time.
The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing is committed to ensuring that all individuals have
the ability to participate in the literary arts, and these momentous visiting writer events are always
offered free and open to the public. This year, our virtual events were more accessible than ever
and often recorded and streamed for repeat viewing, providing support to our community when and
where they need us most.
During their visits, authors also host small workshops in partnership with the Piper Writers Studio,
engage in intimate craft talks with developing writers, and participate in other activities that create
more meaningful experiences for the
writers we serve.
Learn more about the Distinguished
Visiting Writers Series and see who’s
coming to visit us next year at
piper.asu.edu/visiting-writers

14
Visiting writers Hafsah Faizal and Carmen Maria Machado

Writers in conversation
Words hold power. See what attendees have to say about this year's events:

An Evening with the Andrews
“Last night was the first time I had “met” Ilona and Gordon, and it was
so interesting to watch how they interact and learn how they write their
amazingly complex, fun books. I am a big fan of the Innkeeper and Hidden
Legacy series. The narrator was very personable and good at asking
questions the attendees had asked. I look forward to more presentations like
this! I’ve been attending lots of virtual author talks; that’s been one bright
spot during COVID-19. Thank you.”

An Evening with Claire Vaye Watkins (part of ASU’s
Imagination and Climate Futures Initiative)
“I LOVE the CW community at ASU! Y’all are doing such important work
and facilitating some of the best creative-writing conversations happening
anywhere in the country right now.”

“James Riley was an engaging and personable presenter. His choices to read
texts that many audience members (or all audience members) wouldn’t have
heard before was considerate as many attendees were devoted fans and
that made them feel so special. He was funny, sincere, and charismatic, and
the entire experience was wholesome, pleasant, and rewarding, much like
his books are. Thanks for taking the challenging task of connecting through a
distanced screen and managing to pull people together.”

Watching Movies to Make You a Better
Writer with Bryan Young
“Bryan Young did an excellent job. He provided thought provoking, engaging
ideas and suggestions. The examples he used from famous movies were a
perfect fit. I plan on sharing his suggestions with my writing group. Thank you!”

Author Talks and Readings | The Distinguished Visiting Writers Series

Fractured Fairy Tales: How to Fix Humpty Dumpty
Even If You’re a King’s Horse with James Riley
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Supporting writers
at every stage
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The Piper Writers Studio offers a
diverse array of creative writing classes,
workshops, and other in-depth educational opportunities across multiple genres,
subject areas, and levels of skill
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The Piper Writers Studio is dedicated to supporting and developing an
active writing culture in the greater Phoenix area. Through a dynamic
workshop approach that encourages innovation, improves craft and
technique, and offers inspiring creative analysis, writers are guided and
nurtured in developing the tools they need to meet their goals. Individual
classes range in length, with an emphasis on small course sizes that
provide every individual who participates space to be heard, to grow, and
to connect with faculty and fellow writers.
The Piper Writers Studio held 25 courses this year, adding up to almost
100 classroom hours serving nearly 350 writers across our literary community. The Piper Center extended 45 full scholarships to support
access, and the median course size was 13, meaning participants were
able to enjoy intimate classroom settings that allowed for deeper feedback
and more engagement with our visiting artists and speakers.
After a full year of virtual programming, our writing community is not only
enjoying the experience of online workshops and classes, but is also
wanting more of it—with 100% of all surveyed participants requesting
that courses continue to be offered through virtual or hybrid learning
environments.
Learn more about the Piper Writers Studio and browse upcoming
classes and workshops at piper.asu.edu/classes

Everyone has a story
It’s our job to help them write it down. Meet some of our students
from the Piper Writers Studio:
Eshe's expanded experiences
“The Piper Writers Studio has expanded my experiences as an aspiring writer. Through their
conferences and workshops, I have grown my
network and learned new tools to improve my
craft. I appreciate the affordability and variety
of courses offered.” -Eshe Pickett

Ari's exceeded expections
“This class exceeded my expectations and it was so much fun! I appreciated that
the class size was small so I could interact with the instructor and she could also
give her undivided attention to other students as well. Plus, I ended up making
friends with the other people in the class!” -Ari Surea

KP's newfound community

Classes and Workshops | The Piper Writers Studio

“The feeling of community the write-in gave to me was a gift in and of itself. Angie
and Jake helped create a welcoming atmosphere and encouraged collaboration and
discussion. That, along
with the words I was
able to get written each
week, was a blessing, and made what
can feel like a lonely
job not so isolated.”
-KP Simmon
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A gathering of hearts
and minds
The Desert Nights, Rising
Stars Writers Conference
is dedicated to the celebration
and study of literary craft,
culture, and community
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Desert Nights, Rising Stars is an opportunity for writers of all ages, interests, and
levels of experience to gather in the spirit of continued learning. As a teaching
conference, it covers both the craft of writing and the nuts and bolts of being a writer
by offering practical advice for editing, creative and professional development, and
navigating the literary marketplace.
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From February 18 to 20, 2021, the Piper Center hosted its first Desert Nights, Rising
Stars Writing Conference in a digital platform, transitioning the multi-day, multisession conference from an in-person setting to an entirely virtual gathering space.
The conference is the Piper Center’s largest and most comprehensive event, bringing
together over 375 writers for three days of connection, learning, and growth. This
year, we hosted 60 craft sessions, 56 agent pitch sessions, 6 panels, 4 open mic
readings, 2 advanced craft workshops, and 2 keynote talks—all accessible from
viewers’ homes. The sessions were also recorded, and attendees viewed them over
3000 times during the conference alone, with access to the recordings for an
additional 60 days after.
Learn more about the Desert Nights, Rising Stars Writers Conference at
piper.asu.edu/conference

Something for everyone
Two advanced workshops were held to kick off the conference, providing deep instruction in romance
writing and working with literary agents and publishers. In addition, 10-minute pitch sessions with
editors and agents Kirby Kim, Chantelle Aimée Osman, Stephanie Winter, Sarah Bowlin, and Patricia
Colleen Murphy guided writers through this intimidating first step in getting published. During the first
keynote talk, Chickasaw poet Linda Hogan stunned with her words and connections to the world,
and in the next night’s keynote, bestselling romance novelist Beverly Jenkins explored the joys and
importance of BIPOC representation in the genre.

Nurturing the next generation
Building on the successes of previous years, the Desert Nights fellowship program doubled its reach
in 2021, inviting 41 emerging writers from around the world to teach alongside the core conference
faculty.

Access and inclusion
The Piper Center continues to grow its scholarship opportunities within the community, and this year
was able to offer a record of 120 conference scholarships with the help of our incredible partners
and donors. Scholarships support Arizona high school students, college students, and educators, and
draw an array of national and international writers to the conference each year.

“

”

The Desert Nights, Rising Stars Writers Conference

This conference had been on my bucket list for years and winning
a scholarship gave me the opportunity to attend, deepen my
understanding of writing craft, and engage with other writers at
a critical juncture in my career. I appreciated the range of different
topics on offer within the program and was able to put together an
itinerary of lectures that spoke to my interests and taught me something
new. I walked away from the conference feeling inspired to dive back
into my writing with some actionable ideas of how to improve my
work in progress, how to get better at the business side of writing,
and how to build consistency when sending my work out into the
world. I’m so grateful to have been chosen as a scholar at this year’s
DNRS event, and I would definitely recommend the opportunity to other
writers, particularly those who are underrepresented within writing and
publishing. -Scholarship recipient

19

Communities
are built from
stories

The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing | 2021 Annual Report

Community-embedded teaching artists,
in-school writing programs, youth leadership, and a network of support strengthen
the tethers of local communities by connecting
them with the tools and resources they need
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With community outreach programs, the Piper
Center and local schools and organizations
come together to deliver flexible creative writing
opportunities throughout the Phoenix area and
beyond.
By tailoring these initiatives to meet unique
areas of need, the Piper Center’s outreach
programs have served and supported
hundreds of participants this past year. All
community artists who teach for these programs
are paid for their work, and are selected because
they reflect the communities they serve.
Learn more about community outreach programs
and explore possibilities for partnership and
collaboration at piper.asu.edu/outreach

Kay Ulanday Barrett presenting at the July 2020 symposium

Creative Justice Youth Symposium
The Creative Justice Youth Symposium returned for a second year with renewed excitement. This year,
half of the sessions were facilitated by youth who had developed their skillsets in recent Piper Center
programs, and were now taking a leadership role in serving their own communities. The ultimate goal
of the symposium is to build youth leadership in the creative writing field and invest in these emerging
writers and leaders as they share their experiences and vision with the world.

Dunbar Elementary School

The veteran population of Arizona State University is approximately 7,200. With this in mind, the
Piper Center partners with the university’s Office
for Veteran and Military Academic Engagement
to host a Veteran’s Writing Circle. Veteran-led
and veteran-focused, the purpose of this space
is to encourage veterans in sharing their stories,
and build a community of support for veteran
writers—no matter where they are in their creative
journeys. The Veteran’s Writing Circle took a big
step in 2020 by moving 100% online, allowing
the group to serve a national creative community and increasing the average number of participants by 50% more than the year before.

The Piper Center recently celebrated its fifth year
collaborating with Paul Laurence Dunbar Elementary School. Originally supported by an NEA
grant, the Piper Center has evolved this partnership into an annual educational program offering
bi-monthly creative writing curriculum for their
students. This year, the Piper Center worked with
Jorge Sandoval, a PhD student in ASU’s Mary
Lou Fulton Teacher’s College, on building and
teaching an innovative new storytelling curriculum that will continue to grow and deepen in
the years to come. This program guided Dunbar
Elementary’s 8th grade class through 20 online
hours of creative development, culminating in a
digital archive of their year and work.

Poetry Out Loud

one-n-ten

The Piper Center partners with the Arizona Commission on the Arts to coordinate Poetry Out
Loud, a national poetry educational program
and recitation contest that engages hundreds of
high school students throughout Arizona each
year. This program helps students master public
speaking skills, build self-confidence, and learn
about literary history and contemporary life. This
year, creative writing student and undergraduate
intern Allie Mahai led the Piper Center’s coordination for Poetry Out Loud’s central region, assisting ten schools in program administration and
organizing the regional finals contest.

In July of 2019, the Piper Center began partnering
with one-n-ten, a community organization serving
and empowering LGBTQ+ youth throughout the
Phoenix area. Over the past year, teaching artist
Sean Avery pivoted to organize monthly virtual
creative writing workshops that were tailored to
fit the participants’ needs and interests, offering
adaptive guidance and reaching over 70 young
writers in their own homes through the new online format.

Community Outreach Programs

Veteran's Writing Circle
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Enriching education
Advancing research
Fellowships, research funding, and
other forms of university support provide vital professional development opportunities for creative writing students and faculty
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One of the most important aspects of a creative writing career is the ability to access professional development education and opportunities, including presenting at conferences, attending residencies, teaching in
new environments, and conducting research. Virginia
G. Piper Fellowships provide funding support for students and faculty in these endeavors, and the Piper Center’s professional development program
series offers mentorship from experienced writers and professionals across a wide range
of specialties and skillsets. These
programs empower writers to put
their education into practice
while giving back to the community, setting them up for
long-term success in the professional literary field.
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Learn more about university support and other professional
opportunities
for faculty and students
at piper.asu.edu/university

Piper Center Intern Jailene Matrecito

Fellowships
Virginia G. Piper Fellowships are highly-competitive, merit-based awards that fuel teaching exchanges, research, participation in residencies,
presentations at conferences, and other projects
and opportunities with a creative writing focus.
Over the past year, the Piper Center awarded
10 Virginia G. Piper Fellowships to students in
ASU’s graduate creative writing program, investing a total of $22,616 in funding to support their
teaching, research, and creative projects.
In addition, two new faculty projects were selected for awards: Jonathan Danielson received
$15,000 to support the development of his novella and related research into Arizona's history,
and Kathleen McNamara received $15,000 to
support the development of her novel exploring
the personal and environmental effects of aboveground nuclear weapons detonations at the Nevada Proving Ground throughout the 1950s.

Students today. Authors tomorrow.

-Jailene Matrecito, Intern 2020

The Piper Center continued to partner with and
support the Creative Writing Program’s Stellar
Alumni Reading Series, which presents recent
ASU MFA alumni in conversation with current
graduate students to share advice, strategies,
and resources and help the next generation of
emerging writers in their careers. Featured authors this year included Darcy Courteau, Marian
Crotty, Caitlin Horrocks, W. Todd Kaneko, and
Fernando Pérez.

Other Support
The center welcomed three interns to the team
this year, including Jailene Matrecito, who completed a Marketing and Outreach internship in
Fall 2020. Jailene organized and hosted the 4th
annual ASU Undergraduate Writers Showcase,
produced and managed content for the Piper
Center’s Twitter account, and learned how to
create and adapt content in Drupal for the center’s website.
The center was also supported by three graduate
research assistants. Fiction writer James Bennett
guided the Thousand Languages Project’s next
steps, PhD student Jorge Sandoval shaped creative writing curriculum at Paul Laurence Dunbar
Elementary School, and filmmaker Ryan Krebs
supported the Piper Center’s various programs
with graphics, design, and media projects.
As they prepare to graduate, the Piper Center
also mentors students through the steps of developing research projects and proposals to help
hone their skills in pursuing grants, fellowships,
residencies, workshops, and other opportunities
and funding as professional working writers.
Graduate creative writing students are further
supported with opportunities to present workshops and moderate panels at the Desert Nights,
Rising Stars Writers Conference; share their
creative work at readings and other community
events; and support the Piper Center’s programs
through paid work and research opportunities.

Student and Faculty Services | University Support

“Immersing myself in the work that is done here
has reaffirmed my passion for the arts and
the literary community. I have gained a number of tangible, measurable, and transferable
skills that enhance my resume and my future
potential contributions to the field I choose to
pursue post-graduation. During my time as the
Marketing and Outreach Intern, I never felt like 
just an intern, because the dynamic, communication and support given to me by my supervisor was efficient, genuine and critical
to my success.”

After the MFA
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And so much more
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Partnerships, projects, and other special events
complement the Piper Center’s foundational programs
and provide unique, engaging touchstones within the
larger community
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68 issues. 35 years.
"Gazers We Are" by Angela Deane, from Issue 67's cover. Read excerpts from the latest issue and HFR’s entire
history at haydensferryreview.com. Hayden’s Ferry Review
(HFR) has been publishing the best in poetry, short stories, essays, and more since 1986.

The center deepened its community initiatives this year, including adding new translations
to the Thousand Languages Project, and launching partnerships with Equality Arizona to host
Phoenix’s Queer Poetry Salon and with the Heritage Square Foundation and Emancipation Arts
LLC to publish an essay collection from Black Arizonans. The Imagination and Climate Futures
Initiative also published its third Everything Change anthology of climate fiction, compiling stories
from all over the world that envision what the future might look like through the lens of continued
climate change and action.
Whether featuring the talent of local writers through an array of readings, literary salons, and mini
workshops, or exploring social issues through the guiding lens of creative expression, the Piper
Center is thrilled to present these programs and publications throughout the greater Phoenix area
and beyond.
Learn more about our other programs and all the ways we’re serving the community at
piper.asu.edu/outreach

Hayden’s Ferry Review
Founded in 1986, Hayden’s Ferry Review (HFR) is the international, semi-annual literary journal
curated by the MFA students in creative writing at Arizona State University. The journal publishes
poetry, fiction, nonfiction, translation, art, and interviews by emerging and established authors, artists,
and translators. Hayden’s Ferry Review published its 67th and 68th issues this year, and offered
student editors opportunities to interview accomplished authors like Layli Long Soldier, Caitlin
Horrocks, Felicia Zamora, and Willie Lee Kinard III while generating unique content for the journal’s
blog.
In late October, Hayden’s Ferry Review also hosted a spooky and celebratory Haunted Reading
with contributors from the Fall issue. In the Spring, the editors held their first contest in Poetry, which
received 89 submissions and significantly increased the journal subscriptions. Judge Jari Bradley is
selecting a winner to be highlighted in next Fall’s 69th Issue.
Hayden’s Ferry Review is supported by undergraduate interns, three graduate interns, six associate
editors, and four genre editors.

Other Events and Programs
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Everything Change

Poetry Month & Anthology

Where science provides us with facts and
figures, literature gives us empathy, heart,
and vision. In partnership with ASU’s Center
for Science and the Imagination, the Imagination
and Climate Futures Initiative published its third
volume of the Everything Change climate fiction
anthology, featuring stunning original illustrations
by João Queiroz, a Brazilian digital artist.

In April 2021, 30 poetry prompts, 4 gift bundles, and a larger poetry writing contest
were shared through social media to engage
our writing community in National Poetry Month.
Winners of the poetry contest will be given a free
Piper Writers Studio class and will be featured
in the center’s online Poetry Month Anthology.
Additionally, the Piper Center hosted free poetry drop-in writing sessions each week, featuring
mini craft talks from accomplished local writers
on the topics of developing creative community,
reading live poetry, submitting to journals, and
DIY publishing.

Everything Change, Volume III features ten
stories in styles ranging from science fiction
and fabulism to literary fiction, weird
fiction, and action-thriller, all drawn from
the 2020 Everything Change Climate Fiction
Contest. The contest called for short stories
that might help us imagine how humans can
live within Earth’s planetary boundaries—both
as individuals and as members of organizations,
communities, societies, and civilization as a
whole—and was judged by Claire Vaye Watkins,
author of Gold Fame Citrus, a speculative
novel set in a drought-ravaged American West.

The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing | 2021 Annual Report

Queer Poetry Salon
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The Queer Poetry Salon is a community-led poetry space in partnership with Equality Arizona.
This year, the Piper Center worked with Equality
Arizona to host 4 spotlight events, bringing together twelve of the most influential queer
poets from around the country in eclectic
online readings. The readings were broadcast
through Equality Arizona and boosted through
the Piper Center’s social media to highlight and
uplift diverse voices in literature.

When we speak, we
speak to everyone
The Thousand Languages Project—an interactive
database of creative writing drawn from the
pages of Hayden’s Ferry Review and translated
into many world languages—continued to flourish
this year through new literary translations and
an array of internship opportunities. The new
website was completed, and the online database
has expanded with pieces from Hayden’s
Ferry Review translated into Greek, Spanish,
Romanian, and Turkish.

Write Here, Write Now
Presented in partnership with the Creative Writing Program at Phoenix College and Changing
Hands Bookstore, Write Here, Write Now offers
monthly pop-up workshops for writers to get
inspired and develop their craft. This year,
the series successfully transitioned into an online mode to offer 12 workshops for over 300
attendees. Write Here, Write Now continued to
teach aspects of craft while presenting emerging
authors from the local community, and the online
format allowed the program to increase its reach
for instructors and audience members alike. Notable workshops included food writing with Chris
Malloy, mindfulness with Aria Curtis, and fabulism
with Dana Diehl.
Write Here, Write Now’s largest accomplishment
was the successful execution of an open submissions process for presenters, which received
42 submissions. The open submissions process
expanded the center's network of teaching artists, while also creating a more fair and equitable
process for writers to practice their craft and propose their work.

Get Lit Salon Series

Other Events

Inspired by 18th-century salons, Get Lit is a night
of spirited conversation and literary culture
hosted on the first Thursday every month. Over
the past year it hosted 12 salons and served over
200 guests in conversation. While the events
continued to range across a variety of topics from
a spectrum of voices in the community, several
salons were particularly topical, featuring scholar Dr. Emily Zarka and monsters for Halloween,
journalist Greg Moore and mental health for
Black History Month, and local podcaster Poets
and Muses for National Poetry Month. During author C. Pam Zhang’s visit to ASU in November,
Get Lit also partnered with ASU’s Institute for
Humanities Research and Asian Pacific Studies
program for a salon on Asian American representation and Zhang’s How Much of These Hills
is Gold. In December, it hosted its first bilingual
Spanish-English event, a conversation on overcoming isolation with Phoenix’s Cartonera Collective.

The Piper Center was also proud to present
other events over the year, including:

•

Piper Writers Studio Showcase: The Piper Center’s fourth annual Piper Writers Studio
Showcase featured an array of poems and
prose from local writers Hallie Ephron, Oscar
Mancinas, Sandra Cavallo Miller, Steffi Sin,
Carol Test, and Lia Woodall.

•

ASU Undergraduate Writers Showcase:
At the fourth annual ASU Undergraduate Writers Showcase reading, student writers Chris
Clements, Austin Davis, Kelsey Kerley, Dakota
Lovins, Francisca Ribar, and Carolina Quintero gathered to share and celebrate their recent creative work with their communities.

•

Phoenix Youth Poet Laureate Spotlight
Reading with Annika Clark: For this momentous evening of poetry and community, the
Piper Center partnered with Creative Youth
of Arizona and the Phoenix Youth Poet Laureate program to host a live reading from Annika Clark, the 2020-2021 Phoenix Youth Poet
Laureate!

•

PhxLitServ meetings and resources provided critical communications infrastructure
for the creative writing community to stay
connected and develop relationships as they
work toward common goals.

•

The Piper Center also partnered with an
array of Arizona State University partners to
host unique events, including a Reading and
Conversation with Myriam Gurba; Shakespeare and Indigeneity with Natalie Diaz and
Scott Stevens; and Global Medievalism into
Africanfuturism: a dialogue with Nnedi Okorafor.

Black Narratives in Arizona
In the early twentieth century, as segregationist
and racist policies of Jim Crow were instituted
across the country in the wake of the Civil War,
over 6 million African Americans left the rural
South for greater economic and social opportunities in what is commonly referred to as “The
Great Migration.” While this history is apparent
across the Northeast and Midwest, the Great
Migration has had little acknowledgment in the
state of Arizona.

Other Events and Programs

Attempting to correct this historical lack and engage citizens in a more inclusive conversation about Arizona’s history, the Piper Center
partnered with Emancipation Arts LLC and Heritage Square Foundation with support from Arizona Humanities to present Indiscernibles in Arizona, an anthology of personal reflections,
lyric essays, oral histories, and other forms
of creative nonfiction from 23 Black Arizona
residents about their experiences living, working,
and existing in the state.
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Things we’re looking
forward to
As the Phoenix metropolitan area continues
to grow, we’re evaluating, reimagining, and
changing right along with it
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The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing has
learned a lot from the past year, especially when it
comes to how we can best support our community’s
changing needs and creative paths. We’re looking to
new and more flexible formats, with innovative programs that remain both challenging and accessible to
the writers we serve.

28

We aim to launch and develop the latest center programs, including the EPiC blog internship, the Thousand Languages Project, and community outreach
initiatives and programming. We are also excited to
take the center in a new direction through hybrid programming—bringing some events back to an in-person
setting while ensuring full access to a digital audience.
More than that, we are exploring how to not only offer
successful events in both in-person and online settings
at once, but also how to create plentiful opportunities
for those two modes of audience engagement to connect and communicate seamlessly with one another.
Stay tuned across the Piper Center’s programs as an
array of community initiatives take flight, and please let
us know what we can do to adapt, and help you adapt,
in these changing times. We think you’ll find inspiration and support in some of the programs we have
planned, and we look forward to working with you to
determine what’s next on our horizons. And how, together, we might find meaning and healing through the
power of storytelling.
Learn more about everything we’ve got coming up for
next year at piper.asu.edu/calendar

Translation is a literary and
social necessity
Aiming to present the human voice in all its manifestations, Thousand Languages is a dynamic,
multilingual translation project and database exploring the art and scholarship of literary translation at Arizona State University. Through publishing, scholarship, collaboration, and more, the
Thousand Languages Project will change the literary landscape, becoming a driving force in translation work across the United States.

The Distinguished Visiting
Writers Series
Next year’s Distinguished Visiting Writers Series
features virtual events with an exciting array of
authors, including activist and historian Roxanne
Dunbar-Ortiz, whose latest book, Not a Nation
of Immigrants, debunks the myth of America’s
founding; memoirist Christa Parravani, whose
work focuses on loss, family, and reproductive
rights; Southwestern horror/crime novelist Gabino Iglesias; and the creators of Lumberjanes, a
queer comic series set at a mysterious summer
camp that is being adapted as an HBO animated
series.

The Piper Writers Studio
The Piper Writers Studio is building on recent
successes and launching an array of new educational initiatives to help writers develop their skills
and projects. In response to survey data, the studio will continue to offer a robust array of online
classes and workshops, and will be further connecting writers beyond the classroom through
the EPiC Blog Internship, The Beeline video series, and more free educational programs.
Our major priority is to increase funding and professional development opportunities for our community of local teaching artists. We are planning
more scholarship opportunities for students and
community members, and are developing free
go-at-your-own-pace Canvas courses available
to the public on a sliding scale (including free) to
Piper
Intern Jailene
Matrecito
meet the
timeCenter
and economic
needs
of our literary
community.

Windshield Theatre

New Writing Faculty
Presented with The College’s Humanities divsion
and Department of English, the Virginia G. Piper
Fellow-in-Residence combines the artistic space
of a traditional residency with the teaching and
professionalization of an academic fellowship. In
addition to teaching special topics workshops
for undergraduate students, the Fellow-in-Residence will also lead socially embedded projects
in the community.
The Virginia G. Piper Fellow-in-Residence for the
2021-2022 school year will be poet Jacqueline
Balderrama, who holds an MFA in Creative Writing from Arizona State University and a PhD in
Creative Writing & Literature from the University of Utah. She is a Mexican-American poet and
author of the chapbook, Nectar and Small. Her
first full collection of poems, Now in Color, was
recently awarded the 2020 Perugia Press Prize.
Her poems have received the 2013 Ina Coolbrith
Memorial Poetry Prize, won a 2019 Intro Journal
Award, and been published in Blackbird, Poet
Lore, and other journals. She serves as poetry
editor for Iron City Magazine and has also volunteered by instructing poetry lessons for middle
school students through the Wasatch Writers in
the Schools program. Over the past six years, she
has been working to
reduce her waste
and be mindful
of the impacts
human activity
has on the
planet.

The Year Ahead

In the coming year, the Piper Center will begin
production for a new podcast and public art
project, Windshield Theatre! Bringing together
creative writing, academic scholarship, and community archiving, Windshield Theatre will explore
the past, present, and future of Arizona by documenting highways across the state. An ambitious
vision channeling the singular, community spirit
of Director Alberto Ríos’ career—from his work as
the County Writer in Residence at Central Arizona College through Books and Co. and Art in
the 48—Windshield Theatre will bring the work of

the Piper Center to rural towns and cities all over
the state.

Fellow-in-Residence Jacqueline
Balderrama with Now in Color
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All for you
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Thank you for inspiring our
work and sharing your voices
as part of this vibrant artistic
community
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We hope you’ve enjoyed reflecting back on all of
our work over the last year, and that you’ll continue to join us as we look ahead to the years to
come. There are so many new initiatives and programs we’re leading in the community, and much
more on the way. Your support has made this
work possible.
Thanks to you, new scholarships, free workshops, and other forms of access are reaching
more students, educators, and other members
of the community. Together, we are changing the
Valley’s culture and creating deep and lasting
connections—one story at a time.
Please consider making your gift today at
piper.asu.edu/giving

To learn more about our work in the
community, please reach out to a Piper
Center staff member or visit our website at piper.asu.edu.
Thank you so much for being a
part of what we do. We look forward
to seeing you soon.
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Photographs for the covers were taken by Ryan Krebs. Text for the inside covers are taken from anonymous
feedback surveys conducted by the center over the last year. Design for the title page, “Words Hold Power,” is
borrowed from John Risseeuw and Dan Mayer’s limited edition broadside of “The Gathering House” by Alberto Ríos,
which was commissioned for the center’s opening in 2003 and is currently displayed at the Piper Writers House for
public view. The photograph for the NEA Big Read spread was taken by Ryan Krebs and features Rosalie Talahongva, who is a member of the Hopi Tribe and the Curator at the Phoenix Indian School Visitor Center gallery. The
photograph for the Piper Writers Studio spread, “Supporting writers at every stage,” was taken by Tim Peluso
and features the Piper Writers House’s living room area. The photograph for the Support spread, “Enriching
education, Advancing research,” was taken by Ryan Krebs and features the Piper Writers House’s front porch. Book
covers and illustrations for the Thank You page, “All for You,” and feature, from left to right: Hayden’s Ferry
Review Issue 68 with cover art by Betty Junghyun Kim; Now in Color by Jacqueline Balderrama; Hayden’s Ferry
Review Issue 67 with cover art “Gazers We Are” by Angela Deane; Indiscernibles in Arizona featuring detail of “We
Came From Somewhere … We Going Somewhere” by C. A. Hammons, mixed media collage on paper; “Redline”
by João Queiroz for Everything Change Vol. III; Everything Change Vol. III with cover art by Venkatesh Lakshmi
Narayanan; A Good Map of All Things by Alberto Álvaro Ríos; “Driftless” by João Queiroz for Everything Change
Vol. III; The Round House by Louise Erdrich.
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This sketch was created independently by architect-turned-artist Rachel Siegel and used here with permission. Purchase prints and find
more work from Rachel at https://www.etsy.com/shop/RachelSiegelArt.

stories. I will use the knowledge I gained in the future to not only write my own stories, but to also help others improve their stories
because I want to become an editor. Though this was held virtually, it seemed very personal and warm. The speakers shared openly and
were inspiring with the examples of their advocacy, projects, and programs. This was my first time attending a writing conference. For
me, it meant everything to be around other writers and listen to their perspectives. I also learned a lot about the business side of writing,
which I felt properly prepared me for the world. The sessions gave me tools I didn't know existed and access to parts of the community I previously did not have. As a result, I feel like I can confidently grow my career. I believe my goals are achievable after meeting
so many successful writers. I am inspired to continue on my writing journey. I am even planning to apply for the MFA, something I have
previously been unsure of. This conference taught me that community is everything. A writer is nothing without her peers. Going at it
alone isn't the way. The best thing to do for support is to seek out a group of like-minded creative individuals. Thank you again for this
experience. It meant the world to me. That evening was simply fantastic. Everything was beautifully run, the questions were great, it was
a totally wonderful way to share some time with the cool folks at ASU without having to be there. Thank you! For me, as an International
student, and visiting fellow, this experience was important and very engaging and even though it was on zoom, I felt a part of the community. Kudos to the organization team, especially the communication team, who made it very approachable and well communicated.
See you next year, I hope. I LOVE the CW community at ASU! Y'all are doing such important work and facilitating some of the
best creative-writing conversations happening anywhere in the country right now. With my busy life, I sometimes find it difficult to stay inspired to write. The sessions I attended not only gave me plenty of inspiration, but they also provided very detailed writing
strategies that I can use immediately in my current writing. The quality of the conversation was so open and wise, so vivid and intense,
so sensitive and articulate, that I'm still enlivened by it, just remembering. I'm inspired—as a writer and as a human in our precarious times.
This conference had been on my bucket list for years and winning a scholarship gave me the opportunity to attend, deepen my understanding of writing craft, and engage with other writers at a critical juncture in my career. I appreciated the range of different topics
on offer within the program and was able to put together an itinerary of lectures that spoke to my interests and taught me something
new. I walked away from the conference feeling inspired to dive back into my writing with some actionable ideas of how to improve my
work in progress, how to get better at the business side of writing, and how to build consistency when sending my work out into the
world. I'm so grateful to have been chosen as a scholar at this year's DNRS event, and I would definitely recommend the opportunity to
other writers, particularly those who are underrepresented within writing and publishing. The exercises and examples were definitely the
most helpful. The class size was perfect, it really allowed for connection, not just between students, but with our speaker as well. Perfectly instructive for people experimenting with writing, those halfway through writing their stories, those in the editing process, and even
insightful on how to publish your book.María Fernanda was an outstanding instructor. She quickly developed a warm and welcoming
atmosphere allowing us to experiment freely with a new poetic form. Her knowledge of the subject and ability to maintain the excitement for the topic was excellent. It gave me a new way to approach a new novel & as a result, I was able to figure out a clear premise
for my story and get it outlined. I am very grateful for the new skill/technique! Corinna Cook is well-prepared and willing to go the extra
mile to explain and help writers. She's a creative instructor with fresh information and finally helped me understand things I
hadn't grasped before. I'm grateful for being introduced to new writers and thinkers and to explore lyric essays which have flummoxed
me for too long. I appreciated the opportunity to connect on a personal level with one of my favorite authors while having the opportunity to learn from her and connect with other writers to support each other and form connections. She also had great advice on world
building, very practical and all things I can incorporate into my writing. It was also reassuring to hear that she wrote her draft and then
layered everything in afterwards, since that's what I do! Perfect Workshops for the hobby writer, the serious writer, or the published writer. Hafsah was incredible! She answered each question in a way that helped everyone in the workshop. I feel like I came out
of it a better writer. The way she explained linking worldbuilding with POV really pushed me to think about my characters more in the
sense of worldbuilding. I liked that it was a discussion among like-minded individuals and people with the same goals. It was a small
enough group for it to be easy to speak in and wasn’t overwhelming at all. Hafsa was very knowledgeable and answered questions very
thoroughly and thoughtfully. I learned so much from this class and would definitely do it again if given the chance. I liked the practical
nature of the course. It was very helpful to have concrete direction and advice. The author knew the topic and was credible. I loved
being pushed to write quickly and not overthink my work. It was so collaborative and really provided a safe space for all who
entered who just love writing and storytelling. Attendees and presenters are so informative and sweet and make you more secure in
yourself as a writer and offer amazing tips! Hafsah was very kind and really covered some items that I had been struggling with. I feel I
have a better idea of where I need to move forward with my work. It was a lot of great information in a very condensed timeframe. Specific, practical advice. I enjoyed the exercises and the conversations about different ways to look at otherness. I am not a strong
plotter and have been struggling with doing some kind of outline, and I think this will really help me out. Perfect timing. I always get a
nugget of wisdom from Jim Butcher's talks. I loved the lecture and the specific prompt! Very inspiring!!! Thanks for being a great resource for writers. I often tell aspiring writers to check out what you offer. I love that I had an opportunity to attend and I especially loved
getting together with agents and talk about my books!! That was a great idea and a great part of the conference for me! Thank you for
doing this. Bryan Young did an excellent job. He provided thought provoking, engaging ideas and suggestions. The examples he
used from famous movies were a perfect fit. I plan on sharing his suggestions with my writing group. Thank you! This class helped me
discover my subconscious bias, and helped me recognize the "power" I had when describing characters. I learned more about
world-building in this two-hour class with Ilona Andrews than I learned in that graduate course. I liked when we did in class writing
prompts because they inspired and challenged me. I also appreciated the readings and the assignments. María Fernanda was a highly
engaging instructor and I enjoyed being introduced to a new poetry genre. Thank you so much for featuring these two excellent writers.
My introduction to Piper Writers Studio was a memoir class with Matt Ferraz. The class was packed with good information and
was clear and interesting. The class also was interactive and Mr. Ferraz was very generous with his knowledge. The admin was very
helpful and quick to help. The class gave me some new directions with my memoir writing. I cannot recommend this workshop enough.
Hafsah Faizal was an incredible instructor, and I'm so impressed with the amount of material she managed to fit into two hours. The

