
 

2019 Virginia G. Piper Global Fellowship  

Application Instructions 

 
 

There will be two types of Global Fellowship opportunities this year: 

 

• two 6-week Virginia G. Piper Global Teaching Fellowships 

o Due: Monday, October 1st, 2018 by 11:59 PM  

 

• two self-designed Virginia G. Piper Creative Research Fellowships 

o Due: Monday, October 15th, 2018 by 11:59 PM  

 

 

You may apply for both fellowship opportunities, but separate applications are 

required*, and only one fellowship may be awarded. Only students in their first or 

second year of the MFA Creative Writing program at ASU are eligible to apply. 

Selected Fellows will be required to meet with Piper Center staff 3 times during the 

spring semester to help prepare for their engagements abroad.  For those teaching in 

Singapore, the Piper Center has a robust library and database of Singaporean 

literature that you can borrow titles from to help you learn more about the local 

literary culture and prominent authors. 

 

Some advice: Treat this application process as a creative project proposal, and not a 

job application.  You must convince the judges that your unique proposal deserves 

the fellowship award, not simply that you meet a certain set of expected criteria.  

 

 

Keep in Mind: There are not a predetermined number of fellowships; awards will be 

based strictly on merit. 

 

*Note: Students applying for both a Teaching and a Creative Research fellowship 

must submit two separate and complete applications. The manuscript sample may 

remain the same for both applications, but it must be attached to each separate 

application file. 

 

 



 
 

Application Instructions 

 

• Please submit all materials electronically. Hard copies will not be required. 

• If applying for both fellowships, please submit 2 separate applications and 

include a copy of the general application form with each one. 

• Email files should be combined into a single PDF, titled “LastName 

FellowshipType.pdf” (ex: “Smith Creative Research.pdf” or “Smith 

Teaching.pdf”), and submitted to Angie Dell at amdell@asu.edu.  

• Late applications will not be accepted. 

 

 

 

Application Components 

 

1. Application Form: See the attached form. 

2. Personal Statement: 1-page essay, single-spaced.  

3. Fellowship Proposal (Vision & Impact Statement): 2-page essay, single-

spaced. 

4. Manuscript: 10-page writing sample (poetry or fiction). Format professionally, 

with last name and page number as a footer on every page. 

 

 

Supplemental Materials 

 

5. Project Synopsis:  Only for those applying to the Virginia G. Piper Creative 

Research Fellowship. This should be a summary of your proposal in 1-2 short 

paragraphs, single-spaced. 

6. Teaching Evaluation or Recommendation: Only for those applying to the 

Virginia G. Piper Global Teaching Fellowship. This is the only component of 

the application that may be submitted separately after the deadline, if you do 

not have prior teaching experience at ASU.  In this case, please note in your 

application that you require additional time and inform us of when we can 

expect your teaching evaluation or recommendation. 
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Helpful Hints: Fellowship Proposal 

 

Develop a compelling proposal:  

 

The first step is to familiarize yourself with the details of the program to which you are 

applying. Visit affiliated websites to research the program, project, and/or field and 

those who are involved. Talk to previous recipients of the fellowship about their 

experiences. You should ensure that your writing and/or teaching goals fit with the 

fellowship to which you are applying, and that you have researched both the 

fellowship opportunity and the associated country/countries. 

 

In your fellowship proposal, consider addressing some of the following points: 

 

• What are your specific writing or teaching goals?  

• Why do you want to undertake this specific fellowship?  

• What do you expect to achieve during your time in the fellowship?  

• What are your qualifications for carrying out this fellowship?  

• Why do you feel international study, research, or exchange is important to 

your writing goals and/or thesis project, or your professional goals as an 

educator?  

• How will this fellowship help further your creative, academic, or professional 

development?  

• How do you hope the culture, politics, and literature of the host country might 

impact your work? Which writers have influenced you, and who do you plan to 

read prior to the start of the fellowship?  

• What language skills or cultural knowledge do you possess that might 

enhance your experience? What are your plans for improving your language 

skills, or general knowledge of the country and culture?  

 

Be clear and concise: 

 

Length is limited to a maximum of two single-spaced pages. Use 1-inch margins and 

Times New Roman 12-point font. In the header, please include: 

On line 1: Fellowship Proposal 

On line 2: Your Name, Your Genre, Fellowship Name 

 

 



 
 

Helpful Hints: Personal Statement 

 

Make it Personal:  

This statement provides you with an opportunity to introduce yourself on a personal 

and creative level. The style is up to you, but the content should convey your 

background, your readiness, and your motivation for applying to the specific 

fellowship in question, as well as how this background relates to your future goals. 

Judges will want to see that you are a mature, determined, and globally-engaged 

individual, whether or not you have traveled or studied abroad before. 

 

Do not simply repeat information from other parts of the application.  This is an 

opportunity to build a connection with the judges and show off your creativity and 

skills with narrative!   

 

Adhere to the following format:  

Statement length is limited to a maximum of one single-spaced page. Use 1-inch 

margins and Times New Roman 12-point font. In the header, please include: 

On line 1: Personal Statement  

On line 2: Your Name, Your Genre, Fellowship Name 

 

 

 

 

Manuscript 

 

Please submit 10 pages of fiction or poetry.  Format professionally, with last name 

and page number as a footer on every page. 

 

The writing sample can have any topic or focus, and will be judged primarily on 

strength of writing, but you might consider submitting work that engages with identity, 

culture, scenery, etc.—as a way to connect your writing sample to your Fellowship 

Proposal or Personal Statement.  You may submit the same creative manuscript to 

both fellowships. 

 

This application component should supplement your essays, which will carry the 

most weight and consideration with the judges.  You may have a strong writing 

sample, but it is not as important as having a compelling and clearly stated argument 

for why you will benefit from this fellowship.  



 
 

 

Teaching Evaluation or Recommendation 

 

This component is only for students applying to the Virginia G. Piper Global Teaching 

Fellowship. 

 

For second year students, please submit copies of the statistical summaries of your 

student evaluations from your first two semesters. For first year students, since you 

will not have had evaluations yet, submit an observational write-up/evaluation from 

your TA mentor (or other qualified individual) who has observed your teaching this 

semester. The form of these evaluations is not as important as the information, which 

should convey your professionalism, investment, and growth as a teacher. 

 

This is the only part of the application that may be submitted separately after the 

deadline, if you are in your first semester of teaching at ASU, but you MUST note in 

your application why you require additional time and inform us of when we can 

expect your teaching evaluation.   

 

You do not need extensive teaching experience to qualify to the Virginia G. Piper 

Global Teaching Fellowship.  If you have concerns about who to ask for your 

recommendation, or about your preparedness for this fellowship opportunity, please 

feel free to reach out Angie Dell (amdell@asu.edu) to discuss.  
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Questions? 

 

 

The Virginia G. Piper Center for Creative Writing offers an application workshop 

to get you started on planning.  Angie Dell will lead this meeting, and will discuss 

what makes a successful candidate both in applying, and in taking advantage of 

these Global Fellowship opportunities. 

 

 

 Mark your calendars for the application workshop:  

• Wednesday, August 29th at 1:00 PM  (@ the Piper Writers 

House) 

 

 

Throughout this process, please feel free to direct any questions to Angie Dell, 

the Piper Center’s Managing Director: amdell@asu.edu, (480) 727-0815.   

 

Consider scheduling a meeting or meetings well in advance of the deadline to 

discuss your application—Angie is a former Global Fellow herself and has 

worked on developing these programs for 6 years, and she will be happy to 

answer questions or discuss revision strategies on completed essays. (Angie 

and the rest of the Piper Center staff have no involvement in judging applications 

or making award decisions.) 
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